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1. Why We Do This Work: BC Fires - Brazil Floods - Olive Oil Heat

Dozens of "Summer"” wildfires in British Columbia have caused air pollution alerts in 4
U.S. states. Southern Brazil sees heartbreaking flood scenes for the 2nd time in less
than a year. Half the annual rainfall in 10 days. Experts predicted olive oil prices
would skyrocket with scorching heat...and they were right.

2. Was 2023 CA Snow Bonanza a Freak?

A new study says YES, the 2023 snow storms that ended our megadrought were likely
a "once-in-a-lifetime event." UCLA’s Daniel Swain (not part of the new study): "I
would not be surprised if 2023 was the coldest, snowiest winter for the rest of my
own lifetime in California." Meanwhile snow extent in the Northern Hemisphere THIS
YEAR was the smallest on record.

3. City of Alameda Stops Big Geo-Engineering test on the Hornet

The City ordered UW to halt a marine cloud brightening experiment on the USS
Hornet in Alameda — a decommissioned aircraft carrier and museum — citing health
and environmental safety concerns.



mailto:bruceriordan@berkeley.edu
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/canada-wildfires-air-quality-alerts-us-states-rcna151956
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/article/2024/may/10/brazil-is-reeling-from-catastrophic-floods-what-went-wrong-and-what-does-the-future-hold
https://www.salon.com/2024/05/03/experts-predicted-olive-oil-prices-would-skyrocket-due-to-scorching-temperatures-they-were-right/
https://www.kqed.org/news/11984385/californias-2023-snow-deluge-was-a-freak-event-study-says
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/global/202404
https://www.sfchronicle.com/climate/article/geoengineering-alameda-study-stopped-19453924.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/weather/article/geoengineering-cloud-research-alameda-19368199.php

4. Good News X 3: Renewables, Efficient EV's, and Heat Pumps

Ember released a report that found 30% of the world's electricity came from
renewable sources in 2023. (It was also the year with most electrical use in history.)
In the U.S. heat pump installations outpaced gas furnace installations for the second
year in a row, spurred on by government incentives. Making EV's more efficient could
cut grid demand significantly and save billions.

5. Can Climate Tech Save the Planet? We Asked ChatGPT 4.0

You will find many different answers to this Q on campus. Check out 4.0's reasonable
and "thoughtful” answer when BCCN popped the question. (As always, it is ALL
HANDS ON DECK.)

6. Berkeley SPH Postdoc Wins Fellowship: Climate and (bad) Fungi

Dr. Lisa Couper has been awarded a prestigious Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in
Biology (PRFB) from the NSF to study the effects of climate change on the evolution
and environmental biology of pathogenic fungi!

7. Science @Cal Recruiting for KQED Climate Event

Science at Cal is recruiting climate scientists for a live KQED event at their SF HQ
on August 21, 6-8pm. Focus will be on several climate themes. Each theme will have
dedicated tables with activities, scientists, and its own KQED science journalist. Both
journalists and climate scientists will engage with attendees. Extreme Heat, Walkable
City, Electrification, Sea Level Rise, and Fire Proofing and more. ALL stages of
researchers are invited. Dee Rositer rossiter@berkeley.edu.

8. Large Building Fossil Fuels Emissions Tax on Berkeley Ballot?

Berkeley PhD student Carlos Francisco Ng Pitti and others are trying to qualify a
November city ballot measure to tax large buildings in the city for their fossil fuel
emissions. Intended, of course, to accelerate the shift to electrification. See the
ballot measure here. Contact Carlos to help here.

9. The Hottest Topic: Big Changes in California’s Electricity Pricing

The battle has been hot and heavy over the CPUC's decision to implement an income-
graduated fixed charge for electricity. Will this hurt or help California to achieve its
climate and justice goals? See the always-smart Energy Institute@Haas blog for Sev
Borenstein's latest on the CPUC's decision last week, including a lively "comments”
section.

10. DEADLINE TODAY: Berkeley Possibility Lab Looking for Researchers
The Possibility Lab is inviting California researchers and experts to join the
Abundance Policy Research Consortium to help develop an evidence-based,
fundamentals-first policy agenda for California focused on expanding access to 12
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https://t.e2ma.net/click/kvo74p/s16b8lq/4a6qazb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/kvo74p/s16b8lq/8tbrazb
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1142847_ev-efficiency-cut-grid-demand-save-billions
https://bccn.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ChatGPT-4-Climate-Tech.docx
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/postdoctoral-research-fellowships-biology-prfb
mailto:rossiter@berkeley.edu
https://fossilfreeberkeley.org/ballot-text-large-buildings-fossil-fuel-emissions-tax/
mailto:cngpit@berkeley.edu
https://mailchi.mp/haas/new-energy-institute-blog-post-cow-poop-is-now-a-big-part-of-california-fuel-policy-601802?e=2e14d9038d
https://possibilitylab.berkeley.edu/our-work/initiatives/the-abundance-accelerator/#rsvp

numan esseriiiais. Tooa, waier, eriergy, nousing, nearincdre, irdansporiarnion, sareiy,
employment, education, childcare, eldercare, and digital connectivity. Apply by May
15!

BCCN Climate Calendar

— UCOP Community-Engaged Climate Research Workshop May 23 Zoom
— The Climate Restorers film and talk at Brower Center June 6

— Energy Innovation Summit in SF June 12-14

The Mapparium, Boston MA
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“No one can stomach the loss

of what must be lost

and so we hasten collapse

clinging to systems too heavy to hold."

— Anna Sis Bartel - from "When We Tell the Story” in Dear Human at the Edge of Time
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